
Part 1. Match the words (1-7) with the definitions (A-G). ()

1-)______verdict
2-)______legal system
3-)______court
4-)______complaint
5-)______paralegal
6-)______plaintiff
7-)______civil

A- the methods of interpreting laws and putting them into effect
B- a legal conclusion
C- a written document that states the reason for legal action
D- the place where people go to conduct legal business
E- a person who accuses another person of a wrongdoing
F- an attorney’s assistant with specialized legal training
G- occurring between citizens.

Part 2. Choose the word that is closest in meaning to the underlined part.
1-) Jane received money as compensation for her accident.
  A- proof	                 B- damages 	     	C- due process
2-) The law firm helps people involved in an argument or conflict with their neighbors.
  A- a dispute		       B- a lawsuit	  	 C- a trial
3-) Ms. Harris wants to start the process of legal action.
  A- appeal                B- initiate		 C- settle
4-) Everyone in the country has the right to receive justice according to established rules.
  A- due process	B- appeal		C- damages
5-) Mr. Tan initiated a legal course of action against his neighbor because her dog barks too much.
A- appeal	   B- lawsuit		C- dispute

Part 3. Fill in the blanks with the correct words and phrases from the word bank.

legal action      -	   proof 	     -	settle    -   trial 	-   appeal

1-Hopefully, Mr. Wilton will be able to__________this problem without going to court.
2-Mrs. Janson decided to __________after the judge ruled against her.
3-In this__________, the defendant is accused of stealing from a bank.
4-Ms. Britt wants to take__________against her employer for not giving her a promotion.
5-Attorneys don't win cases when there is not enough__________to support their arguments.


Part 4. Write a word that is similar in meaning to the underlined part.
1-)The texts that contain laws are on the first floor of the library.
P_ _ _a_ _	  m _t_ _ _ _l_
2-)Mary should look at a collection of example documents to see how to word the contract correctly.
_o_ _   b_ _ _
3-)Many law books mention information from primary materials.
_ _t_
4-)The best place to find an opinion on the case is in a book that summarizes cases.
_ i _ _ s _
5-)The firm’s legal sources of information are located in the room next to Mr. Wen’s office.
_ _s_ _r_ _ _

Part 5. Place a (X) next to the responses that answer the questions.
1-) Does this information pertain to the case?
   A ___No, it’s about something completely different.
   B ___Yes, the deadline passed yesterday.
2-) Are there any precedents that we can refer to?
   A ___Yes, there was a similar case two years ago.
   B ___No, the court date is scheduled for the 18th.
3-) Are there any procedures that we need to follow in court?
   A ___There are several attorneys working at the firm.
   B ___The defense attorney must be allowed to speak first.
4-) Did Anne find any regulations in the state laws?
   A ___No, but she found some in the city laws.
   B ___Yes, she thinks the company will win the lawsuit.
5-) Do the court rules have information about when to file an appeal?
   A ___Yes, the client has been in jail for 6 months
   B ___Yes, it must be done within a year of a decision.

Part 6. Choose the word that is closest in meaning to the underlined part.
1-) The government made some changes to the laws that relate to government power.
    A-  state laws 		B- constitutional laws 		C- court rules
2-) The council announced new rules decided by the government for environmental issues.
   A-  precedents 		B- legislation 			C- procedures
3-) Caroline needs to follow the steps to complete an activity very carefully.
   A- legislation		B- constitutional laws 		C- procedures
4-) The principle which the law encourages states that all dogs in the park must be on a leash.
   A- court rules 		B- policy 			C- precedents
5-) The article does not have any information connected to the case.
   A- relevant	   B- procedural 			C- regulated

Part 7. Match the words (1-4) with the definitions (A-D).
1_____ retainer agreement
2_____ agenda
3_____ form letter
4_____ demand package

A- a contract between a lawyer and a client for retention and payment of services
B- a set of documents that a lawyer obtains from other companies to help with a case
C- a letter that is printed many times and sent to many different people
D- a list of things that need to be done in a certain order

Part 8. Read the sentence pairs. Choose where the words best fit in the blanks.
1-medical records / police report
Did Ashley contact the hospital for the______________?
Ms. Reed had to file a___________after her car was stolen.
2- intake memo / fee agreement
When the new client arrives, the legal assistant must complete the_________
Mr. Jackson needs to see the________so he knows how much the services cost.

3- litigation / correspondence
Keep all__________such as letters and emails, in a folder.
There have already been two____________cases with this company.
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UNDERSTANDING THE LEVELS OF US FEDERAL COURTS
District courts - These are general courts. But in some, cases, the jurisdiction is passed to specialized courts. 
These include: bankruptcy courts, tax courts and the court of private land claims 
Court of Appeals - The Court of Appeals reviews all decisions in the lower courts that people object to.
State courts - These courts decide disputes that pertain to state laws rather than federal laws.
The Supreme Court - This is another appeals court, but it is the only court that operates under discretionary review. 
This means it can choose which cases to hear. The Supreme Court is also called a High Court in some countries.

Read the text about court structure. Mark the following statements as true (T) or  false (F).
1_____ District courts review decisions that people protest.
2_____ Cases involving state laws are not heard in a federal court.
3_____ The Supreme Court hears all cases that are brought to it.

Read the sentence and choose the correct word.
1- The (District / Supreme) Court decided not to review Ms. Wright's case against the company.
2- The case does not involve federal law, so it has to go through the (state / bankruptcy) courts.
3- The district court has (jurisdiction / claim) in Mr. Trujillo’s case.
4- If Ms. Davis wants her money back, she needs to go through the small (claims / discretionary) court.

Part 10. Use the words from the word bank to fill in the blanks.

Discretionary – review - specialized - Supreme - Appeals - bankruptcy
1- The_____Court is called the High Court in Australia.
2- John decided to go to the Court of____because he didn't agree with the decision.
3- The court will_____Mr. Allistair's case next month.
4- Mr. Anderson is going to the____court because he lost a lot of money but has no way to pay it back.
5- The court has_____powers, so it may decide not to investigate the case.
6- Ms. Ming's case will go to a______court, not a general court.

Part 11. Write a word that is similar in meaning to the underlined part.

1-Mr. Jones wants to know which court has authority over a region in this town.
t_ _ _ _ _ _ _i_ _         i_ _ _ S_ _ _ _ _ o _
2-The district court’s jurisdiction in this matter is the only one.
e_ _ l _ _ _ _ _
3-In which circumstances does a court have authority over a certain type of person?
p_ _ _ _ n _ _         _ u _ _ _ _ _ c _ _ _ _
4-Jurisdiction for the case is under the authority of several different courts.
_o _ _ _ r _ _ _ _
5-Ms. Carter is choosing a court to see which court is likely to rule in her client’s favor.
f_ _ u _          _ _ o _ _i _ g
6-The Department of Justice is one of the organizations that enforce laws in the US.
_e _ _ l                 _o_ i _ _
7-The case is being heard in a civil court since that court has authority over the topic.
_ u _ _ e _ _ _             j _ _ _ s _ _ c _ _ _ _
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